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1. The implications of the EU referendum for Scotland: The Committee will 

take evidence from— 
 

Michael Russell, Minister for UK Negotiations on Scotland’s Place in 
Europe, and Frank Strang, Deputy Director, External Affairs, Scottish 
Government. 
 

2. Presidency of the Council of the European Union The Committee will take 
evidence from— 

 
His Excellency Ľubomír Rehák, Ambassador of Slovakia to the Court of 
St.James's, London. 
 

3. EU Strategy The Committee will consider the EU Strategy in light of the result 
of the EU referendum. 

 
4. The implications of the EU referendum for Scotland (in private): The 

Committee will consider evidence heard earlier in themeeting.  
 
5. Work programme (in private): The Committee will consider its work 
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David Martin MEP; 
 
Alyn Smith MEP. 
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Scottish Parliament Infor mation C entre l ogo 

The Slovakian Presidency of the European Union 

Background 

On 1 July 2016, Slovakia took over the Presidency of the Council of the European Union.  
The Slovak Presidency is the second of the current trio of presidencies, with the 
Netherlands preceding it and Malta to follow from 1 January 2017. 

The Presidency has two main tasks1:  Firstly, the Presidency chairs meetings of the 
different Council configurations (with the exception of the Foreign Affairs Council) and the 
Council's preparatory bodies, which include permanent committees such as the Permanent 
Representatives Committee (Coreper), and working parties and committees dealing with 
very specific subjects.  The Presidency also organises various formal and informal 
meetings in Brussels and in the country of the rotating presidency. 

The Presidency is also responsible for representing the Council in relations with the other 
EU institutions, particularly with the Commission and the European Parliament. Its role is to 
try and reach agreement on legislative files through trilogues, informal negotiation 
meetings and Conciliation Committee meetings. 

Slovakia’s Presidency – the context 

Slovakia’s Presidency takes place following the UK’s decision to leave the European Union 
but ahead of the likely start of formal negotiations for the UK’s withdrawal.  The UK 
decision has led to the Slovakian Government using its Presidency of the EU to seek to 
“strengthen the European project”.  According to the Slovak Government, the UK decision 
presents the EU with a new challenge: 

“for the first time in history, we are required to concern ourselves with the 
practicalities and political ramifications of a Member State leaving the EU. At this 
juncture, it is vital that the EU engage in self-reflection.  Its aim should be to restore 
citizens' confidence in the common European project, develop its tangible benefits 
and defend the results of the integration process on our continent.  We need a 
coherent, better and more comprehensible Europe.”2 

Alongside the challenge of dealing with UK withdrawal, the EU is also faced with the on-
going migration challenge and the political challenge of stronger anti-EU parties in some 
Member States.   

 

 

                                                
1 http://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/council-eu/presidency-council-eu/  
2 http://www.eu2016.sk/data/documents/presidency-programme-eng-final5.pdf  

http://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/council-eu/presidency-council-eu/
http://www.eu2016.sk/data/documents/presidency-programme-eng-final5.pdf
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Slovakia’s Presidency – the priorities 

The Slovak Presidency of the Council of the European Union is based on four priorities: an 
economically strong Europe, a modern single market, sustainable migration and asylum 
policies and a globally engaged Europe3. 

The priorities were identified before the UK’s decision to leave the European Union which 
has come to dominate recent EU level discussions amongst Member State Governments.  
However, at the informal meeting of the EU27 in Bratislava on 16 September (which is 
discussed later in the briefing), Governments identified addressing migration issues, 
internal and external security and economic development as key priorities for the future of 
the EU, in line with the Slovakian Presidency priorities.  More detail on each of the 
Slovakian Presidency priorities is provided below. 

An economically strong Europe 

The Slovak Presidency aims to boost investment in the European Union economy by; 

“multiplying investment instruments, pursuing structural reforms and promoting a 
responsible approach to public finances” 

By taking this approach the Slovak Presidency believes Europe’s economy will be 
strengthened which will support sustainable economic growth and the creation of new job 
opportunities. 

Specific actions in this area include leading a discussion on the mid-term review of the 
2014-2020 Multiannual Financial Framework and also examining the effectiveness of the 
European Structural and Investment Funds ahead of the new programmes beginning after 
2020.  The Presidency will also lead on developing plans for “tax measures that lead to fair 
and effective taxation in the EU”, specifically this will focus on combatting corporate tax 
avoidance and reviewing the current EU VAT system. 

A modern single market 

Whilst the Slovak Presidency considers the single market to be one of the biggest 
achievements of the European Union, the Presidency has indicated a desire to further 
develop it in areas such as energy union and the digital single market. 

On energy union, the Presidency: 

“Hopes to contribute to the creation of a resilient and competitive Energy Union with a 
forward-looking climate policy”4 

According to the Presidency the key objective of EU energy policy “must be secure and 
clean energy supplies at affordable consumer prices”. The Presidency believes this will be 
achieved through the development of an integrated energy market open to greater 
competition alongside guaranteeing security of supply. 

 

 

                                                
3 http://www.eu2016.sk/en/programme-and-priorities/priorities-of-the-slovak-presidency  
4 http://www.eu2016.sk/data/documents/presidency-programme-eng-final5.pdf  

http://www.eu2016.sk/en/programme-and-priorities/priorities-of-the-slovak-presidency
http://www.eu2016.sk/data/documents/presidency-programme-eng-final5.pdf
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Sustainable migration and asylum policy 

The Slovak Presidency is working to encourage the Union to develop more sustainable 
migration and asylum policies in an effort to address the current migration crisis.  
Accordingly the Presidency: 

“intends to encourage sustainable EU migration and asylum policies, which will be 
based on the protection of external borders, restoration of the Schengen area, 
cooperation with third countries and solidarity. In terms of internal security, the 
challenge for Europe is to make the fight against terrorism more effective through a 
common coordinated approach by the Member States.”5 

Key priorities for the Presidency in this area will be discussions about the future of the joint 
European asylum system and the return of a “fully functioning Schengen Area”. 

A globally engaged Europe 

The Slovak’s external engagement will focus on the European neighbourhood policy and 
work to secure stability, prosperity and democracy amongst the EU’s neighbours.  In 
addition, the Presidency has committed to continuing with the on-going accession 
processes. 

The Presidency has also highlighted as a priority “strengthening transatlantic ties and 
developing relations with other strategic partners of the EU”.  According to the Presidency: 

“It will also emphasise the need to deepen the EU's cooperation with international 
organisations, including by strengthening relations between the EU and NATO.”6 

On external affairs, the Presidency has also reiterated its support for free, fair and 
balanced trade.  In this area the Presidency: 

“will focus primarily on bilateral free trade agreements with third countries, particularly 
negotiations in the transatlantic relationship”. 

Three Principles 

The Slovakian Presidency’s work is underpinned by three principles which should ensure 
that citizens see the benefits of EU action.  These principles are: 

 Achieving tangible results 

 Overcoming fragmentation and connecting Member states together more securely 

 Focussing on citizens through the delivery of specific results to achieve the Slovak 
Presidency’s “aim to restore citizens' confidence in the common European project”.   

Parliamentary Engagement 

On 6 July 2016, the Slovakian Prime Minister Robert Fico presented the priorities of the 
Slovakian Presidency to the European Parliament.  The Prime Minister used his speech to 
reiterate a key aim of the Slovak Presidency – that EU must deliver tangible results, with 
clear benefits for its citizens.   
                                                
5 http://www.eu2016.sk/data/documents/presidency-programme-eng-final5.pdf  
6 http://www.eu2016.sk/data/documents/presidency-programme-eng-final5.pdf  

http://www.eu2016.sk/data/documents/presidency-programme-eng-final5.pdf
http://www.eu2016.sk/data/documents/presidency-programme-eng-final5.pdf
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Robert Fico used his speech to outline the strength of the EU saying that it is "an amazing 
and unique project" which "is not perfect", but for which there is "no alternative." But he 
also said the "EU has to listen more closely to critical voices" and "become more flexible, 
less bureaucratic and more responsive to diversity."7 

The UK’s Decision to Leave the European Union and the Bratislava Summit 

The United Kingdom’s decision to leave the European Union, made shortly before Slovakia 
assumed the Presidency of the Council of the European Union, has come to dominate the 
Slovakian Presidency8.  On assuming the Presidency, the Prime Minister Robert Fico said 
that Brexit and the migration crisis would dominate the next six months and that whilst 
Slovakia has its own Presidency priorities the UK's vote to leave the EU would exert 
"considerable influence". 

An immediate consequence of the UK decision to leave was the proposal by the Slovakian 
Prime Minister that an informal meeting be held in Bratislava in September amongst the 
EU27 to discuss the future of the European Union.   

On 16 September, the 27 EU Member States informally met in Bratislava to discuss a 
common future for the EU.  This meeting was significant in that whilst it wasn’t a formal 
summit, it was the first time that EU Member State Governments had met as a formation 
without the UK present.  The Slovak Presidency called the meeting to demonstrate a 
united EU27 front and show that the EU would continue without the UK.   

The Bratislava Declaration and Roadmap addressed the decision of the United Kingdom to 
leave the EU and at the same time reiterated the commitment of the other 27 Member 
States to a common EU future.  The Declaration stated: 

“Although one country has decided to leave, the EU remains indispensable for the 
rest of us. In the aftermath of the wars and deep divisions on our continent, the EU 
secured peace, democracy and enabled our countries to prosper. Many countries and 
regions outside still only strive for such achievements. We are determined to make a 
success of the EU with 27 Member States, building on this joint history. 

The EU is not perfect but it is the best instrument we have for addressing the new 
challenges we are facing. We need the EU not only to guarantee peace and 
democracy but also the security of our people. We need the EU to serve better their 
needs and wishes to live, study, work, move and prosper freely across our continent 
and benefit from the rich European cultural heritage.” 

The 27 Member States recognised that in the future it is vital that the EU communicates 
better with its citizens and that the EU offers “a vision of an attractive EU they can trust and 
support”. 

A key outcome of the summit was agreement of the key priorities for the EU over the 
coming months.  The agreed “roadmap” focussed on:  

 Migration and external borders 

                                                
7 http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/news-room/20160701IPR34486/slovak-presidency-debate-eu-
must-unite-to-regain-trust-and-fight-nationalism  
8 http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-europe-36680592  

file:///C:/temp/160916%20Bratislava%20declaration%20and%20roadmap.en16.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/news-room/20160701IPR34486/slovak-presidency-debate-eu-must-unite-to-regain-trust-and-fight-nationalism
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/news-room/20160701IPR34486/slovak-presidency-debate-eu-must-unite-to-regain-trust-and-fight-nationalism
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-europe-36680592
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 Internal and external security including the threat of terrorism and coordinated 
defence 

 Economic development including providing better opportunities for Europe’s youth 

The key priorities broadly mirror the priorities of the Slovakian Presidency of the Council of 
the EU. 

Following the informal meeting Donald Tusk, the President of the European Council spoke 
about the EU’s future, he said: 

“Bratislava is the first summit during which we discussed the common EU future of 27 
States, without the UK. It was a sad moment for Europe when the British people 
decided to leave, and so it required an honest diagnosis. Today we had a frank 
discussion about the root causes of the current political situation in Europe. The fact 
that millions of Europeans feel insecure is real. People are concerned about, what 
they see, as lack of control, and express fears over migration, terrorism and last but 
not least, about their economic and social future. 

Our assessment is sober but not defeatist. While we all agree that the European 
Union is not perfect, we also agree that it is the best instrument we have. That is why 
we are determined to correct the past mistakes and move on with common solutions 
as the EU of 27. We will not continue business as usual. To move the EU forward we 
have discussed a Bratislava roadmap, which sets out the objectives for our work 
ahead of the Rome meeting in March next year, when we want to conclude this 
process.” 

Slovakia’s response to Brexit 

Following the EU27 meeting, the BBC reported on the Slovakian Prime Minister Robert 
Fico’s interview with Reuters in which he said that the Visegard Four countries (Hungary, 
Poland, Czech Republic and Slovakia) would veto any Brexit deal which limited the right of 
EU citizens to work in the UK.  According to the BBC, Fico said: 

“"V4 [Visegrad group] countries will be uncompromising,"  

"Unless we feel a guarantee that these people are equal, we will veto any agreement 
between the EU and Britain." 

"I think Britain knows this is an issue for us where there's no room for compromise," 

In an interview with the Financial Times, Robert Fico said that the European Union will 
make sure leaving the European Union is "very painful" for the UK.  He also reiterated the 
view of the Visegard 4 when he said that Britain would not be allowed to make EU workers 
"second-class citizens" while still receiving the benefits of the single market9.  The Slovak 
Prime Minister also suggested that despite appearing confident of a successful outcome in 
negotiations, the UK Government was starting from a weak negotiating position. 

The State of the Union Speech 

On 14 September, the President of the European Commission delivered his annual “State 
of the Union” address to the European Parliament in Strasbourg.  The speech was an 

                                                
9 https://www.ft.com/content/858a3fbc-7cf3-11e6-8e50-8ec15fb462f4  

http://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2016/09/16-tusk-final-remarks-bratislava/
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2016/09/16-tusk-final-remarks-bratislava/
https://www.ft.com/content/858a3fbc-7cf3-11e6-8e50-8ec15fb462f4
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opportunity for Jean-Claude Juncker to set out the Commission’s priorities for 2017.  In his 
speech, the Commission President urged EU leaders not to let Brexit dominate the 
European political agenda, and offered what he called a “positive” vision for a union he 
said was in “crisis.” 

Specifically on the UK decision to leave the EU, Juncker said: 

““We regret the Brexit decision, but the European Union’s existence is not at risk.” 

The Commission President suggested that the Commission would propose a new long 
term vision for the European Union which it would publish as a White Paper in March 2017, 
in time for the 60th anniversary of the Treaties of Rome.  According to Juncker, the vision 
will: 

“address how to strengthen and reform our Economic and Monetary Union. And we 
will also take into account the political and democratic challenges our Union of 27 will 
be facing in the future.” 

The speech also tried to move European attention to the challenges of the next 12 months.  
Juncker said: 

“Because I believe the next twelve months are decisive if we want to reunite our 
Union. If we want to overcome the tragic divisions between East and West which 
have opened up in recent months. If we want to show that we can be fast and 
decisive on the things that really matter. If we want to show to the world that Europe 
is still a force capable of joint action.” 

Juncker highlighted the Commission’s priorities over the coming year as being delivering a 
better Europe under the following headings: 

a Europe that protects; 

a Europe that preserves the European way of life; 

a Europe that empowers our citizens, 

a Europe that defends at home and abroad; and 

a Europe that takes responsibility 

 

Iain McIver 
SPICe Research 

file:///C:/temp/SOTEU%20brochure%20EN.pdf
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European and External Relations Committee 

8th Meeting, 2016 (Session 5), Wednesday 29 September 2016 

The Parliament’s EU Strategy – scrutinising Brexit 

 

Background 

1. In December 2010, the Parliament agreed to the introduction of a Parliament-
wide strategy for European Union engagement and scrutiny. The EU Strategy is 
based on the conclusions and recommendations contained in the European and 
External Relations Committee’s (EERC) report on the implications of the 
introduction of the Treaty of Lisbon for Scotland (published in June 2010). 

2. The EU Strategy for engagement and scrutiny: 

 Defines the parliamentary objectives and priorities in relation to EU 
engagement and scrutiny;  

 Sets out the roles and responsibilities of Parliament as a whole and the 
parliamentary committees;  

 Identifies the need to develop relationships with external bodies, and  

 Details the processes and mechanisms required for effective scrutiny.  

3.  Further detail on the EU Strategy as proposed in the Session 3 EERC’s report is 
contained in Annexe A.  

Coordination of parliamentary scrutiny of issues relating to withdrawal from 
the EU to date 

Coordination of committee work in relation to withdrawal from the EU 

4. In July, the Convener wrote to the subject committees, the Equal Opportunities 
Committee and the Finance Committee to update them on the work that the 
EERC had initiated in relation to the prospect of the UK leaving the European 
Union, and to consult them on how the Scottish Parliament’s EU strategy can be 
adapted in order to respond to these developments. The letter also invites the 
committees to inform the EEERC of the work that they intend to conduct in 
relation to withdrawal from the EU. The letter from the Convener is attached at 
Annexe B and the responses received are attached at Annexe D.  
 

5. A list of those committees who have appointed an EU reporter is attached in 
Annexe C.  

 

 

1

http://archive.scottish.parliament.uk/s3/committees/europe/reports-10/eur10-04-01.htm
http://archive.scottish.parliament.uk/s3/committees/europe/reports-10/eur10-04-01.htm
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SPICe briefings 

6. In addition, at its meeting on 30 June, the Committee requested that SPICe 
should produce briefings in the areas outline below. SPICe has indicated that 
these will be published over the course of the autumn. 
 

 WTO 
 EU migrants 
 EU funding 
 Energy 
 Agriculture 
 Fisheries 
 Equalities 
 Higher Education 
 Justice 
 Climate Change 
 Environment 

 
7. In addition, SPICe has recently initiated the production of a weekly update on the 

UK’s withdrawal from the EU. These updates are sent to the Committee with the 
Committee papers and are being posted on the Committee’s web page.  

Proposal to adapt the EU Strategy to promote scrutiny of issues relating to 
Brexit 

8. It is proposed that the Parliament’s EU Strategy should be strengthened to 
promote the scrutiny of issues relating to Brexit. The Committee is invited 
to agree the following— 

 for the Convener to write to the committees and EU reporters 
regularly, updating them on the work of the EERC; 

 to draw to the attention of other committees any relevant evidence 
received (e.g. call for views); 

 to make other committees aware of any emerging areas of concern 
relevant to their remit; 

 to provide the SPICe weekly update on the UK’s withdrawal from the 
EU to the committees and the EU reporters; 

 to invite the committees and EU reporters to keep the EERC updated 
on any work undertaken in relation to the UK’s withdrawal from the 
EU; 

 that the role of the EU reporters be extended to include issues 
relating to the UK’s withdrawal from the EU; 

 to share research (such as that prepared by the Fraser of Allander 
Institute and Professor Page) with other committees; and 

 to reference the work of other committees, where relevant, in any 
reports published by the EERC on the UK’s withdrawal from the EU. 

 
Katy Orr 
Clerk to the Committee 

2

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/CurrentCommittees/101103.aspx
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Annexe A – The Scottish Parliament’s EU Strategy 
 

Role European and External Relations 
Committee  

Subject Committees 

Scrutiny of 
Scottish 
Government  

    

Priorities and 
action plan 

 Scrutinise Scottish Government priorities   Scrutinise 
relevant Ministers 
and EU priorities  

Explanatory 
Memoranda 

 Develop the EM scrutiny process. 
 Liaison with Scottish Government. 
 Overview of EMs – prioritised by strategic 

selection criteria 

 EU Co-ordinator 
to consider list of 
EMs and 
prioritise. 

 Consider EM and 
agree action 

 Issues possibly 
passed back to 
EERC. 

Joint Ministerial 
Committee 
(Europe) 

 Establish a system of scrutiny of Scottish 
Government input into the JMC(E) 
process. 

 Where 
appropriate 
Interview relevant 
Minister before / 
after relevant 
European Council 
meeting. 

Transposition – 

[Targeted on 
late 
implementation] 

 Receive annual report from SG. 
 Request letter from Minister when a late 

transposition anticipated. 
 Receive article 226 letters from Minister. 

 Receive article 
57(1) letters from 
Minister. 

Early 
Engagement / 

Commission 
Work 
Programme 
Analysis 

 Develop Scottish Parliament approach to 
early warning system and ‘horizon-
scanning’ 

 Undertake global analysis. 
 Identify strategic priorities. for Parliament 

and ongoing monitoring. 
 Undertake annual consultation with 

MEPs 
 Prompt Scottish Government-sponsored 

debate. 

 Consulted in 
process. Identify 
policy specific 
priorities for 
action. 

 Issues possibly 
passed back to 
European and 
External 
Relations 
Committee . 

 Liaison with EP 
(MEP’s, 
rapporteurs and 
committee chairs) 
and CoR.  

Role European and External Relations Subject Committees 

3
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Committee  
Subsidiarity 

[ Selective 
approach - 
covered by EM 
process – see 
above.] 

 Scottish Parliament Co-ordinator for 
subsidiarity issues 

 Draft internal Scottish Parliament scrutiny 
and reporting process and procedures for 
consideration of subsidiarity  

 Reach agreement with Lords/Commons 
on the mechanism to take the Scottish 
Parliament views into account. 

 Ongoing liaison with Westminster 

 Input to the 
consideration of 
subsidiarity on 
specific cases 

Other  Liaison meetings with Welsh and N 
Ireland committees. 

 Develop, monitor, review and update the 
Scottish Parliament European Strategy 

  

 

4
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Annexe B – Letter from Convener to subject committees, Equal Opportunities 
Committee and the Finance Committee 

 
 

EUROPEAN AND EXTERNAL RELATIONS COMMITTEE 
 

 
 
By email 
 

The Scottish Parliament 
Edinburgh 
EH99 1SP 

 
Direct Tel: 0131-348-5234 

(RNID Typetalk calls welcome) 
Fax: 0131-348-5088 

(Central) Textphone: 0131-348-5415 
Email: europe@parliament.scot 

 
  

15 July 2016 
 
 
Dear Convener, 
 
The European and External Relations Committee’s work on the implications of 
the leave vote in the EU referendum and the Scottish Parliament’s EU Strategy 
 
I am writing to update you on the work that the European and External Relations 
Committee has initiated in relation to the prospect of the UK leaving the European 
Union, and also to consult with you on how the Scottish Parliament’s EU strategy 
can be adapted in order to respond to these developments. 
 
At its meeting on 30 June 2016, the Committee agreed to undertake some initial 
work over the summer recess in order to respond quickly to the EU referendum 
result and consider some of the implications for Scotland. That initial work includes 
the following— 
 

 External research has been commissioned on the economic impacts of 
leaving the EU. 

 External research has been commissioned to provide an audit of EU areas of 
EU competence and the implications of a withdrawal from the EU for the 
devolution settlement. 

5
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 External research is being scope on EU citizens in Scotland, including on 
migration patterns and their contribution to Scotland’s economy and society. 

 SPICe is preparing briefings on the impact of leaving the EU on different 
policy areas. 

 SPICe is preparing briefings on the ways in which Scotland currently benefits 
from EU finding and the implications of leaving the EU for Scotland’s financial 
settlement.  

 A delegation from the Committee is visiting Brussels on 19th July to hold 
meetings on a range of issues including the process for leaving the EU; the 
potential impact on business and employees; and the alternatives to EU 
membership. 

 The Committee will be meeting on 28 July to hold evidence sessions on the 
impact leaving the EU on the Scottish economy and key sectors. I would very 
much welcome it if any other MSPs are interested in participating in that 
meeting.  

 The Committee had an informal meeting with the former Minister of State for 
Europe, the Rt Hon David Lidington. 

 Secretary of State for Scotland and the Secretary of State for Leaving the 
European Union have been invited to give evidence to the Committee. 

 The First Minister has been invited to give evidence to the Committee. 
 
I appreciate that individual subject committees will wish to undertake further work in 
this area following the summer recess and it would be most helpful if you could keep 
me informed of any work that you agree as part of your work programmes.  
 
I have also been considering how the Parliament’s EU strategy can be adapted to 
respond to the challenges at hand. While the UK and Scotland remain part of the 
EU, the objectives of the EU strategy remain important and valid. However, I think 
that there is a need to consider how the role of EU reporters and our annual process 
of identifying and reporting on EU priorities can be further developed. I would 
therefore be grateful if you could provide me with your views on how your committee 
would like to engage on this important issue by the end of the summer recess. This 
will help the European and External Relations Committee consider how the EU 
strategy can be further developed to coordinate work on Scotland’s future 
relationship with the European Union and how the role of EU reporters enhanced. 
 
Please do not hesitate to contact me or the clerks to the Committee if you have any 
questions concerning the work of the European and External Relations Committee or 
the EU strategy. 
  
 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
 
Joan McAlpine MSP 
Convener 
European and External Relations Committee 

6
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Annexe C – List of EU reporters 
 
Local Government and Communities Committee 

 Andy Wightman (Green) 

Equal Opportunities 

 Annie Wells (Conservative) 

Environment, Climate Change and Land Reform Committee 

 David Stewart (Labour) 

Rural Economy and Connectivity Committee 

 Mike Rumbles (Liberal Democrats)  

Health and Sport Committee 

 Donald Cameron (Conservative) 
 Richard Lyle (SNP) 

Justice 

 Mary Fee (Labour)  

The following Committees are yet to apoint an EU reporter but wil do so in the next 
few weeks. Clerks will inform members of any new apoitments as and when they 
decided. 

 Economy, Jobs and Fair Work Committee 
 Finance 
 Education 
 Social Security 
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Annexe D – Responses received from the subject committees, the Equal 
Opportunities Committee and the Finance Committee 

 

Finance Committee 

Convener of the European and 
External Relations Committee 

The Scottish Parliament 
Edinburgh 
EH99 1SP 

 
Tel: (0131) 348 5451 

finance.committee@scottish.parliament.uk 
7 September 2016 

Dear Joan, 
 
Thank you for your letter of 15 July providing an update on the work that the 
European and External Relations Committee has undertaken with regard to the 
prospect of the UK leaving the European Union.  The Finance Committee intends to 
take evidence on the impact of such a proposal as a core component of its scrutiny 
of the Scottish Government’s budget and the impact that such an outcome would 
have upon public finances in Scotland.  In advance of that, the Committee has 
explored this issue with the Cabinet Secretary for Finance and the Constitution at a 
Committee meeting immediately prior to the Summer recess and we will be 
discussing this issue further with the Cabinet Secretary at our first meeting after the 
recess on 7 September. 
 
As you will be aware, it is likely that the remit of the Finance Committee will be 
extended to include constitutional issues later in the year.  Should the remit of the 
Committee be extended then the Committee will wish to consider further, at that 
point, what further work it may wish to undertake on this issue.  With regard to the 
issue of how the Parliament’s EU Strategy can best adapt to meet the challenges 
presented by the EU Referendum result, this is not an issue which the Committee 
has had the opportunity to consider in detail to date.  I do however agree that this is 
an important issue and perhaps one that is best kept under review until the 
implications of the Referendum result become clearer. 
 
Yours sincerely, 

 

 

Bruce Crawford MSP 
Convener 
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Joan McAlpine MSP 
Convener 
European and External Relations 
Committee 
 
 

Local Government and Communities 
Committee 

T3.60 
The Scottish Parliament 

Edinburgh 
EH99 1SP 

Tel: 0131 348 6037 
Calls via RNID Typetalk: 18001 0131 348 6037 

 Email: LGCCommittee@parliament.scot 

2 September 2016 

Dear Convener 
 
Thank you for your letter of 15 July 2016 providing an update on the work that the 
European and External Relations Committee is undertaking in relation to the 
implications of the leave vote in the EU referendum and the Scottish Parliament’s EU 
Strategy. 
 
In that letter, you also asked the Committee to consider how the role of EU reporters 
and our annual process of identifying and reporting on EU priorities can be further 
developed and write back to you on how the Committee would like to engage on this 
issue by the end of the summer recess. 
 
The Committee had a discussion around its expectations regarding the EU reporter 
role at its business planning event last week and agreed that whilst the current role 
of the EU reporter would remain relevant until the UK leaves the European Union, it 
could be broadened to include the following: 
 

a. a role in maintaining an overview of any significant impacts on Scottish 
local government arising from Scottish and UK exit discussions; 

b. acting as the main Committee contact point in relation to requests to meet 
or provide information in relation to EU exit matters within the Committee’s 
remit; 

c. liaising with the European and External Relations Committee to keep it 
abreast of work undertaken; 

d. identifying potential opportunities for the Committee to undertake further 
scrutiny work on this issue for the Committee’s consideration; 

e. providing periodic reports to the Committee after significant decisions or 
information has been gathered.   
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The Committee agreed that it was important that EU reporters across Committees 
work more closely together, to ensure that all aspects of European Union related 
issues are scrutinised, particularly given issues may be relevant to two or more 
Committee remits. 
 
The Committee agreed that it would undertake some initial work in relation to the 
implications for Scottish local government arising from the UK leaving the European 
Union through roundtable discussions to identify the key issues and to inform any 
further, more detailed scrutiny work.  The Clerks to the Local Government and 
Communities Committee will ensure that the EER Committee clerks are kept 
appraised of that work as it develops. 
 
Kind regards, 
 

 
 
Bob Doris MSP 
Convener of the Local Government and Communities Committee 
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EDUCATION AND SKILLS COMMITTEE 

Joan McAlpine MSP 
Convener 
European and External Affairs Committee 
 
By email 

T3.40 
The Scottish Parliament 

Edinburgh 
EH99 1SP 

Direct Tel: 0131 348 5222 
Fax: 0131 348 5600 

 es.committee@parliament.scot 
  
 6 September 2016 
 
Dear Joan 
 
Thank you for your letter dated 15 July 2016 updating all committees on the initial 
work being undertaken by your Committee in relation to the implications of the UK 
leaving the EU.  
 
The Education and Skills Committee has now given initial consideration to its 
approach to scrutiny of related issues that fall within its remit, an obvious example 
being the potential impact on higher education research funding. The Committee 
agreed that it would not commence any specific piece of work at this stage, although 
doubtless this matter will be raised in questioning as part of our sectoral overview 
sessions in September, starting with further and higher education tomorrow.  
 
The Committee also agreed that it would keep a watching brief on any work 
undertaken by your Committee of relevance to our remit. I understand your 
Committee took evidence from the Director of Universities Scotland in July as part of 
your sectoral overview panel. In addition, I understand that your consultation on the 
implications for Scotland of the UK leaving the EU closed on Monday, and that 
bodies and academics with an interest in education and skills have been consulted. I 
should be grateful if you could let me know whether the work that leads from this 
broad consultation will cover the impact on higher education or other topics relevant 
to this Committee.  
 
If you do scrutinise topics in our remit our approach would be to keep informed of 
this through updates from the clerks and through Tavish Scott MSP and Ross Greer 
MSP who are members of both committees. If, given the number of potential subject 
areas impacted upon, you do not choose to focus specifically on issues within our 
remit, please respond letting me know. I will then take the matter back to the 
Committee as part of wider work programme discussions. 
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Turning to the other issue raised in your letter of 15 July 2016, the Committee has 
had a brief discussion on the European reporter system. Essentially the returning 
members, who were the only members who can reasonably comment on this, felt 
that the reporter system had perhaps had limited impact last session. That is not to 
suggest the Committee does not appreciate the importance of the reporter system, 
and given the EU referendum result this system has a very clear purpose this 
session. The Committee will therefore appoint a reporter in due course and is happy 
to be consulted further on any specific proposals to revise the system that your 
Committee develops in the future. 
 
I hope the Committee’s perspectives on these matters are helpful. 
 

 
 
JAMES DORNAN MSP 
CONVENER 
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RURAL ECONOMY AND CONNECTIVITY COMMITTEE 

 

Joan McAlpine MSP 
Convener  
European and External Affairs 
Committee 
 

 

By email 

Room T3.40 
The Scottish Parliament 

Edinburgh 
EH99 1SP 

Direct Tel: 0131-348-5229 
(RNID Typetalk calls welcome) 

Fax: 0131-348-5088 
Email: rec.committee@parliament.scot 

 

21 September 2016 

 

Dear Joan, 

 

The European and External Relations Committee’s work on the implications of 
the leave vote in the EU referendum and the Scottish Parliament’s EU Strategy 
 
Thank you for your letter of 15 July in which you provided an update on the work 
initiated by the European and External Relations Committee in relation to the 
prospect of the UK leaving the European Union.  I am grateful for this and will 
monitor the development of this work as the Rural Economy and Connectivity 
Committee develops its own thinking on such matters.  When the UK starts the 
process to leave the EU and the direction of travel becomes clear, this will have a 
significant on important policy areas within the REC Committee’s remit, particularly 
those related to agriculture and fisheries.  
 
You also asked for the REC Committee’s views on how the Scottish Parliament’s EU 
strategy might be adapted in order to respond to these developments and, 
specifically, how the role of EU reporters and the annual process of identifying and 
reporting on EU priorities might be further developed. The REC Committee 
considered this matter at its recent business planning day and would offer the 
following comments: 
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 the EU Strategy will be influenced by the timing and terms of EU exit 
negotiations and agreement and may need to be kept under review and 
possibly adapted during this process 

 there is a need to consider whether there is merit in continuing with the current 
process of identifying and reporting and reporting on EU priorities, 
acknowledging, of course, that the exit process is likely to take in excess of 2 
years from this point in time.  If the process is to continue in this interim period, 
it will need to focus only on those priorities which will be relevant in the period 
prior to the exit, which may not be particularly straightforward   

 it is suggested that committees could continue to appoint EU Reporters who 
would take on responsibility for identifying and monitoring the potential impacts 
of the UK’s exit on policy areas within committee remits and suggesting action 
or engagement where appropriate 

 there is a need for committees to be responsive and flexible to emerging 
circumstances and developments, but also to seek to avoid doing too much 
work of a speculative nature, which may ultimately prove fruitless. 

I hope these comments are helpful.    
 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Edward Mountain 

Convener 
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Economy, Jobs and Fair Work Committee 

 

Joan McAlpine MSP 

Convener 

European and External Relations 
Committee 

The Scottish Parliament 

Edinburgh 

EH99 1SP 

Tel: (0131) 348 5207 

economy.committee@parliament.scot 

9 September 2016 

Dear Joan, 

I refer to your letter of 15 July in which you asked for the European and External 
Relations (EER) Committee to be kept informed of any work on the implications of 
the leave vote in the EU referendum that the Economy, Jobs and Fair Work (EJFW) 
Committee agrees as part of its work programme.  

The EJFW Committee discussed its work programme at its business planning 
meeting on 5 September.  The Committee will formally agree its work programme on 
20 September.  The Clerk to the EJFW Committee will inform the Clerk to the EER 
Committee of any planned work in this area after that meeting. 

Yours sincerely, 

Gordon Lindhurst 

Convener 

Economy, Jobs and Fair Work Committee 
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Equal Opportunities Committee 

 
Christina McKelvie MSP 

   
Convener 

 
 
Joan McAlpine MSP 
Convener  
European and External Relations 
Committee 

 
TG.01  

The Scottish Parliament  
Edinburgh  
EH99 1SP  

  
Tel: 0131-348-5216 

mailto:equal.opportunities@parliament.scot 
  

13 September 2016  
  

Dear Joan McAlpine,  
 
The European and External Relations Committee’s (EERC) work on the 
implications of the leave vote in the European Union (EU) referendum and the 
Scottish Parliament’s EU Strategy 
 
Thank you for your letter of 15 July which provided an update on the EERC’s work 
concerning the UK’s departure from the European Union and also requested 
committees’ views on the Parliament’s EU Strategy and the role of the European 
Reporter.  
 
The Equal Opportunities Committee is at the very early stages of its work 
programme, nevertheless, the Committee has focused its attention on this important 
matter as we look to gain a fuller understanding of our soon to be expanded remit 
and what the possible implications of leaving the EU might be. Without knowing what 
the exit plan will comprise of for Scotland, it is only possible to highlight the type of 
issues which might be of concern. Thus far we have received briefing from SPICe 
which provides an overview and potential areas for change.  
 
Going forward we will endeavour to ‘bottom-out’ these issues through our work 
programme, so that we have a clearer view of what leaving the EU means for the 
protection and enhancement of equal opportunities and human rights in Scotland. 
We are also aware the human rights landscape could be the focus of additional 
change should the ‘British Bill of Rights’ come to fruition.  
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We have also identified it will be crucial to our work to develop and maintain strong 
relationships with our counterparts in the other UK jurisdictions, Ireland, the Crown 
Dependencies as well as European institutions to inform our thinking on matters 
within the committee’s remit. We therefore believe the EU Strategy should underpin 
this approach. 
 
At its meeting on 8 September, the Committee agreed to appoint Annie Wells MSP 
to serve as its European Union Reporter. The Committee is keen to ensure the 
European Reporter takes a lead role on the issue of the UK’s departure from the EU 
as well as continuing with the role’s existing responsibilities.  
 
I welcome your Committee’s leadership on the implications of the leave vote in the 
EU referendum and how the EU strategy can be further developed to coordinate 
work on Scotland’s future relationship with the European Union. 
 
Yours sincerely,  
  

  
 
Christina McKelvie 
Convener 
Equal Opportunities Committee  
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Joan McAlpine 
Convener 
European and External Relations 
Committee 
 
By email only 
 
   
 

c/o Clerk to the Committee 
Room T3.40 

The Scottish Parliament 
Edinburgh 
EH99 1SP 

 
 (RNID Typetalk calls welcome) 

Tel: 0131 348 5240 
ecclr.commitee@scottish.parliament.uk 

 
22 September 2016 

Dear Joan, 
 
Environment, Climate Change and Land Reform Committee – The 
European and External Relations Committee’s work on the  
implications of the leave vote in the EU referendum and the Scottish  
Parliament’s EU Strategy  
 
Thank you for your letter of 15 July 2016.  I would like to apologise for not 
responding by your deadline of the end of summer recess, however the 
Environment, Climate Change and Land Reform Committee had not yet 
finalised its work programme at that stage.   
 
Having considered our schedule at our meeting on 13 September 2016, I am 
delighted to have the opportunity to update you on our intentions with regard 
to the European dimension of our work. 
 
Work Programme 
 
The Environment, Climate Change and Land Reform Committee does not 
currently plan to undertake a formal piece of work on the subject of the UK’s 
decision to leave the European Union.  However, the Committee has: 
 
 Invited Andrea Leadsom, Secretary of State for Secretary of State for 

Environment, Food and Rural Affairs to give evidence to the Committee on 
the expected impact of Britain’s exit from the EU and on the UK 
Government’s climate change priorities; and 

 Requested regular updates from the Cabinet Secretary for Environment, 
Climate Change and Land Reform on how the outcome of the referendum 
affects her remit and on Scottish Government planning in this area1; and 

                                            
1 ECCLR Committee, Official Report, 28 June 2016 
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 Written again2 to the Cabinet Secretary for Environment, Climate Change 
and Land Reform today to emphasise the Committee’s interest in this 
area. 
 

We also intend to ensure we are considering the European dimension in our 
future work programme and in our consideration of individual topics, as 
appropriate. 
 
EU Reporter 
 
I am pleased to inform you that David Stewart MSP was appointed by the 
Committee as its EU Reporter on Tuesday 20 September.   
 
Europe and the Environment 
 
I understand the European and External Relations Committee is undertaking 
work on the implications of the decision to leave the EU for Scotland and on 
behalf of the Environment, Climate Change and Land Reform Committee, I 
would encourage you to consider the impacts on the environment and our 
efforts to tackle climate change within the scope of your work.  The 
Committee would appreciate updates on your work in this area via our Clerks. 
 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 

 
 
Graeme Dey MSP 

Convener 

Environment, Climate Change and Land Reform Committee  

                                            
2 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/General%20Documents/20160922_Convener_to_Cab_Sec
_re_Brexit_Updates.pdf 
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Joan McAlpine MSP 
Convener 
European and External Relations 
Committee 

Health and Sport Committee 
T3.60 

The Scottish Parliament 
Edinburgh 
EH99 1SP 

Tel: 0131 348 5224 
Calls via RNID Typetalk: 18001 0131 348 5224 

 Email: healthandsport@scottish.parliament.uk 

8 September 2016 

Dear Joan 

Health and Sport Committee EU Reporter and Brexit issues 

Thank you for your letter of 15 July relating to the work of your committee following 
the outcome of the UK referendum and the potential implications for Scotland that 
might arise.  The Health and Sport Committee considered your letter on 6 
September alongside an assessment of areas that might be affected. 

We noted the UK’s EU exit could have both positive and negative implications across 
our brief.  In particular the committee noted the potential for implications in relation to 
the workforce within the health and social care services, consequences in relation to 
research funding, potential issues in relation to public health, new medicines and 
clinical trials as well as potential issues around reciprocity1.  We also considered 
possible implications for sport in particular the impact of changes to free movement, 
hosting of events and access to Erasmus funding. 

The Committee agreed, given the large areas for potential impact as a consequence 
of withdrawal from the EU as well as the continuation meantime of the current role of 
the reporter to appoint two members to the position.  They appointed Donald 
Cameron and Richard Lyle as our reporters. 

It might be helpful if I indicate how the committee intend to approach the potential 
exit consequences in the coming period utilising our previously agreed work 
programme.  Workforce issues in particular will be a major topic for committee 
consideration in the coming months and our reporters will take the lead on behalf of 
the committee in seeking to scrutinise witnesses in relation to potential impacts.  As 
we are intending to report on each of our eight forthcoming inquiries we will, as 
appropriate, incorporate reference to the potential impact of EU related issues. 

                                            
1 Reciprocal access to treatment and medicines across the EU 
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As requested we will keep you informed of any EU related work we undertake. 

  

Yours sincerely 
 

 
 
Neil Findlay MSP 
Convener of the Health and Sport Committee 
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